
      
        Fax: 1 866 826 2135

E  
 

    

TURKEY, GREECE & ROME JOURNEY
APRIL 09 – 30, 2018

IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF PAUL and

THE SEVEN CHURCHES of the book of REVELATION

Hosted by Dr. Roy & Evelyn Turkington

“Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle and set apart for the Gospel of God,

... declared to be the Son of God in power according to the Spirit of holiness by his 

resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord.           (Romans 1:1, 4)

Istanbul (Constantinople)

Patmos (Aegean Island Cruise)

Ephesus

Athens



MON. 09 APRIL: Canada to Istanbul

Today, we depart from Canada on our overnight flight(s) to Istanbul.

Group seating will be pre-assigned by the airline for our flight. Dinner

and complimentary in-flight service will be provided this evening.  (D)

TUE. 10 APRIL: Arrive Istanbul

Upon arrival at Istanbul, we will be met by our guide and driver. Once

in Istanbul, we shall drive through the Marmara region where we arrive

at the gateway between Europe and Asia, Istanbul (Constantinople).

Here, we check-in to The President Hotel for the next two nights.

(B, D)

WED. 11 APRIL: Istanbul

After breakfast, we enjoy our full day visiting historic Istanbul. Visit the

Hagia Sophia Museum (built in the 6th century), the Blue Mosque,

famous for its blue Iznik tiles, the Hippodrome Square where ancient

chariot races were held, and the aromas of the Egyptian Spice Market,

followed by a boat tour on the Bosphorus, viewing the picturesque

beauty of the European and Asian shorelines on either side.

Dinner and overnight at the hotel.  (B, D)

THU. 12 APRIL: Cappadocia

This morning, we fly from Istanbul to the central Anatolian region of

Cappadocia. Truly one of the most unique landscapes in the world, it

was here that early inhabitants carved into the soft volcanic rock to

create underground dwellings which eventually grew to become entire

cities. Over one thousand elaborate places of worship, Early Churches

were carved out from the landscape. Many of the lavishly decorated

frescoes from as early as 5th century can be seen today. Sometimes as

many as six thousand Christians escaped from persecution by hiding

in this region.

Our overnight and dinner will be at The Peri Tower Hotel. (B, D)

FRI. 13 APRIL: Cappadocia, Konya (Iconium)

Today, we remain in the Cappadocia region and spend the full day

exploring such sites as the Goreme open air museum, the

underground City of Kaymakli, the pottery town of Avanos, the

natural Citadel of Uchisar, the monastic Zelve Valley and the carpet

factory.

Our afternoon sees us travel west towards the Aegean coast. Our first

stop is the ancient mystic City of Konya. Here, we will visit the

Mevlana Museum and the Whirling Dervish Monastery before

arriving at our hotel, The Ozkaymak, for dinner and overnight stay.

(B, D)

SAT. 14 APRIL: Pisidian Antioch

Today, our journey follows that of Paul and Barnabas as we stop in

Pisidian Antioch. Here, we will visit the site of the synagogue that Paul

visited during his journey. The ruins of an early Byzantine Church are

still visible with a mosaic of Psalm 42:4 found during recent

excavations.

From here, we enjoy a scenic journey through the mountains of Galatia

until we arrive at the location where the City of Colossae stood.

Our day ends with a visit to the natural salt flats of Pamukkale, a truly

spectacular sight indeed!

Dinner and next two nights will be at The Lycus River Hotel.  (B, D)

SUN. 15 APRIL: Free morning and spa day

Today, we enjoy a free morning at Pamukkale to enjoy the natural hot

spring pools of the hotel and maybe take advantage of the Turkish baths

and spa facilities! This afternoon, we take the very short drive to visit

Herapolis and Laodicea.

Laodicea – The “luke warm” Church that is neither hot nor cold.

(Rev. 3:14-22)

Dinner will be at our hotel.  (B, D)

MON. 16 APRIL: Philadelphia, Sardis and Smyrna

Today, our journey continues towards the Aegean coastline and Izmir.

From Pamukkale, we shall visit the following church locations of the

Book of Revelation.

Philadelphia – The “faithful” Church that had endured patiently.

(Rev. 3:7-13).

Sardis – The church “that said it was alive, but was actually dead”.

(Rev. 3:1-6)

Smyrna – The “poor little rich church” persecuted, suffered poverty

and martyrdom!  (Rev. 2:8-11)

Our day ends with our arrival at the coastal city of Izmir. Dinner and

overnight stay will be at the Karaca Hotel.  (B, D)

TUE. 17 APRIL: Ephesus

Today, we have a full day visit to the unforgettable ruins of Ephesus:

– The Church that left its first love!  (Rev. 2:1-7)

In the ancient world, Ephesus was a center of travel and commerce.

Situated on the Aegean Sea at the mouth of the Cayster River, the city

was one of the greatest seaports of the ancient world. It was here that

Paul visited, whilst on his return to Israel but was forced to leave the

city vowing to return.



He never returned to Ephesus but, instead held council from Melitus

during his Third journey.  Our day also includes a visit to the Church

of Apostle John.

Dinner is at our hotel in Izmir.  (B, D)

WED. 18 APRIL: Thyatira, Pergamum and Troy

After breakfast, we depart for a day visiting some more sites of the

Seven Churches of Revelation.

Thyatira – The “Church that tolerated false teaching” and followed a

seductive prophetess.  (Rev. 2:18-29)

Pergamum – The Church that compromised with the world!

(Rev. 2:12-17)

Towards the end of the day, we shall arrive at the site of the ancient

City of Troy.

A truly memorable day, we arrive at the City of Canakkale for dinner

and overnight stay at the Iris Hotel.  (B, D)

THU. 19 APRIL: Canakkale to Kavala

This morning, we cross the Dardanelle Straights (location of one of the

bloodiest battles during WWI) and drive to the border crossing with

Greece. Once at the border, we shall say “goodbye” to our Turkish

guide and “hello” to our Greek guide. Our resting point this evening is

the Egnatia Hotel, Kavala (ancient Neapolis) where we will have

dinner and overnight stay.  (B, D)

FRI. 20 APRIL: Philippi, Thessalonika

After breakfast, we depart for Philippi where Paul established a large

church. This church was very near and dear to Paul’s heart.

(Acts 16:9-33)

Here, we also visit the river where Lydia was baptized and the prison

where Paul and Sylas were kept captive.

From Philippi, we head towards Thessalonika where we learn about

Paul’s teachings at the old synagogue.  (Acts 17:1-4)

Dinner and overnight stay will be at the Grand Palace Hotel this

evening.  (B, D)

SAT. 21 APRIL: Berea and Athens

After breakfast, we leave Macedonia and head south to Berea where

we see the beautiful mosaics depicting Paul’s teachings to the Jews.

(Acts 17:10-11)

Our final stop will be Athens where we shall visit the Acropolis and

Mars Hill (Acts 17:16-30) before arriving at the Athens Avenue Hotel.

(B, D)

SUN. 22 APRIL: Corinth and Athens

After breakfast, we will embark on the short journey to ancient Corinth

(Acts 18:1-17). Situated between Athens and Sparta, the archeological

ruins of this city offer a wonderful insight into life at the time of Paul’s

visit during his second and third journeys. Dinner will be at a local

restaurant this evening.  (B, D)

MON. 23 APRIL: Aegean Cruise

This morning, we take our transfer from the hotel to the port of Piraeus

where we embark on the 4-day cruise. Today, we set sail for the island

of Mykonos where we arrive in the late afternoon. This evening, you

can meander through the shops and streets of Mykonos before our

overnight sailing to Kusadasi.  (B, L, D)

TUE. 24 APRIL: Free morning & Patmos

The morning is free until we embark on our Aegean Island cruise

departing at 12:00 noon.

Lunch is served on board.

At 4:00 p.m., we arrive at Patmos (disembarkation either by tender

boats or the ship docks, sea and weather permitting). This is a beautiful,

peaceful and almost mysterious rocky island of the Dodecanese where

the Apostle John was exiled and wrote the Book of Revelation. Here,

we tour the Monastery of St. John the Evangelist where we also have a

wonderful view of the island. We will visit the Grotto of the Revelation.

After some free time for browsing, we return to the ship and set sail for

Rhodes at 9:00 p.m.

Dinner & overnight on board.  (B, L, D)

WED. 25 APRIL: Rhodes, Greece

Breakfast on board at 7:00 a.m., then we arrive at Rhodes. This

stronghold was built by a Crusading Order which originated from

Palestine and in older days it boasted one of the achievements of the

then known world – The Colossus of Rhodes!

Our optional morning half-day excursion takes us to visit the Temple of

Athena on the majestic rocky Acropolis of Lindos, with the blue Aegean

Sea beneath it and the sophisticated whitewashed artists' colony at its

foot. Local tradition has it that on his way to Rome Paul’s vessels spent

some time here in the small harbor.  (Acts 21:1)

Lunch on board. 

The afternoon is free for you to peruse through Rhodes for a most

delightful experience. You can stroll around the medieval walled city,

enjoy the cosmopolitan atmosphere from one of the elegant cafes in the

marina.  We shall set sail for Heraklion, Crete at 6:00 p.m. 

Dinner & overnight on board.  (B, L, D)
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SAT. 28 APRIL:  Rome

After breakfast, we have an eventful day as we visit:

The Vatican Museums (which represent the largest art collection in

Europe with over 65,000 masterpieces) 

The Pio Clementino halls, the Candelabra Gallery with frescos and

statues, the Tapestry Gallery dating back to the XVI and XVII century,

the Historical Maps, work of Ignazio Danti.

The Sistine Chapel built in XV century by Pope Sixtus and adorned by

Michelangelo, Botticelli, Perugino and Ghirlandaio. The Bernini

Staircase of the XVI century, St. Peter’s Basilica. Here, you’ll admire

“The Pietà” Michelangelo’s masterpiece carved when he was only 24

years old.

Dinner will be at our hotel this evening.  (B, D)

SUN. 29 APRIL: Rome

Our last day of this inspiring journey has us visiting:

The Colosseum, Rome's greatest amphitheatre built by the Emperor

Vespasian in 72 A.C. Easy access to 50,000 people (Visit). 

The Palatine Hill, most important of the seven hills where Rome was

founded and where the imperial palaces were built with a surface of

80.000sqm.

The Roman Forum was the political, military and social centre of the

whole Roman Empire. Here, we shall visit the Mamertine Prison,

Basilica Emilia, the Arch of Titus and the holy road.

In the afternoon, we visit the Catacombs. These ancient underground

cemeteries are testimony of the early Christians’ faith and cover a length

of 120 km. 

Tonight, we have our “Farewell dinner”.   A wonderful time to reflect

on what the journey has meant to us.  (B, D)

MON. 30 APRIL: Homeward bound

After breakfast, we board our morning flight and depart for home. Our

flights bring us back to Canada in the late evening. Complimentary in

flight service is provided on our flights, including breakfast and lunch.

(B, L)

B = Breakfast       L = Lunch       D = Dinner

THU. 26 APRIL: Crete & Santorini.

Breakfast on board. This morning, we dock at the port of Heraklion

Crete (Acts 27:7-13) where our optional excursion takes us from the

lively bustling city to visit the Minoan Palace of Knossos, legendary

home of the Minotaur (half bull and half man).

Then, we set sail for Santorini at 11:30 a.m.

Lunch on board.

Later this afternoon, our cruise-ship drops anchor in Santorini

(disembarkation by tender-boats, sea & weather permitting). 

There are three options to reach the white-washed town of Fira: a) take

a donkey or mule b) ride the cable-car c) walk a very strenuous 45

minutes walk (599 steps) uphill, on a path you will share with the

mules. 

The town of Fira is perched high on the rim of the ancient volcano. In

the town of Fira, white-washed houses, narrow streets, open-air cafes

and glittering boutiques cling to steep cliffs. The eruption of the volcano

in 1,600 BC literally buried a flourishing Bronze Age town which has

now been excavated at Akrotiri. 

Free time for taking photos, browsing, shopping and enjoying the

unique view. Set sail for Piraeus at 9:00 p.m. 

Dinner & overnight on board.  (B, L, D)

FRI. 27 APRIL:  Disembark then Rome

After breakfast, we will disembark then transfer to Athens Airport and

our flight to Rome.

Upon arrival at Rome, we will be met and escorted to our hotel, where

we unpack for the final time.  Dinner will be at our hotel tonight.

(B, D)


