
BIBLICAL JOURNEY

‘The Complete Holy Land Experience’

11 – 26 April, 2018

Hosted by Rev. Beth Walker

“Give me understanding, that I may keep your law and observe it with my whole heart.” (Psalm 119:34)

Temple Mount, viewed from the Mount of Olives

Sea of Galilee, viewed from the Mount of Beatitudes

Boat Ride and Fellowship on the Sea of Galilee

Tel Aviv, from the ancient port of Jaffa



DAY 1:  WED. APRIL 11

DEPART FOR ISRAEL

Today, we depart from Vancouver to Israel. Group seating will be

pre-assigned by the airline for our flight.  Dinner and

complimentary in-flight service will be provided this evening.  (D)

DAY 2:  THU. APRIL 12

ARRIVE ISRAEL, JAFFA

This morning, we arrive at Tel Aviv’s Ben Gurion Airport.  There,

we will meet our guide and driver and immediately travel to the

Mediterranean coast and visit the ancient port city of Jaffa. One

of the oldest towns in Israel and considered one of the oldest ports

in the world! Cedars of Lebanon sent by King Hiram of Tyre and

destined for Solomon’s Temple were unloaded at Jaffa.  It is here

that Peter brought Tabitha back from the dead and, when in the

home of Simon the Tanner, he prophesied the vision of the pure and

impure animals.  From Jaffa and Tel Aviv, we shall follow the ‘Via

Maris’ north to the coastal town of Netanya for our overnight stay

and dinner.  (B, D)

DAY 3:  FRI. APRIL 13

CAESAREA MARITIMA, MEGIDDO, MT. CARMEL

Our first full day in the Holy Land begins with the short drive

northwards along the Mediterranean coast, to visit the uncovered

Roman, Byzantine and Crusader cities of Caesarea, site of Paul's

trial. We will then visit Mt. Carmel where Elijah challenged the

prophets of Baal and continue to Megiddo, Solomon's chariot city.

Megiddo overlooks the Valley of Armageddon, the setting for the

Book of Revelation’s portrayal of the last great battle. While in the

Mt. Carmel area, we shall visit with the local Druze community and

learn more about their background and unique beliefs.   A 90-min

drive will bring us to the north of Israel and the upper Galilee. Here,

we shall check-in to the Kibbutz Hagoshrim, our home for the next

two nights. This allows us a peek into some of the preparations

necessary to celebrate the Shabbath.  (B, D)

DAY 4:  SAT. APRIL 14

UPPER GALILEE

After another wonderful breakfast, we will begin a day of touring

in northern Galilee. We begin by visiting the ancient City of Dan.

This city marked the northern limit of the land of Israel (Beersheba

was its southern border). The expression “from Dan to Beersheba”

is used throughout the Old Testament.  At Dan, we will see an

ancient altar probably built by King Jeroboam (I Kings 12:26-31),

and the oldest mud-brick gateway in the middle east dating back to

the time of Abraham. This provides vivid context for descriptions

of kings and judges sitting in the gate. From here, we visit Caesarea

Philippi, the place where Peter confessed that Jesus was the

Messiah. We will then travel south to visit Hazor, one of the largest

and most important archaeological mounds in northern Israel.  It

was built 4500 years ago, was captured by Joshua in his northern

conquest and became one of Solomon's chariot cities.  We then

return to Hagoshrim for overnight stay and dinner.  (B, D)

DAY 5:  SUN. APRIL 15

SEA OF GALILEE

This will be a special day with only short distances to travel but

many sites to visit.  We will focus on the peaceful shores of the Sea

of Galilee where Jesus taught and performed miracles.  Our day

begins with a short ride around the Sea of Galilee to the site of

Kursi where Jesus cast the demons out of the demoniac and a herd

of swine ran into the sea.  Then a short distance to Tel Hadar, where

Jesus fed the 4000.  We will continue north to Bethsaida, the home

town of Philip, Andrew and Peter.  Next, we will drive over the

Jordan River to Capernaum which was the center of Jesus’

Galilean Ministry.  There, we will see a synagogue dating back to

first century, Peter's House and numerous archaeological finds that

date back to the time of Christ.  Next, we will visit Tabgha, site of

the miracle of the loaves and fishes and we will finish our day at the

picturesque Mt. Of Beatitudes, overlooking the Sea of Galilee.

Our day ends with a truly memorable boat ride on the Sea of

Galilee.  A short bus journey will bring us back to Tiberias.

Overnight in Tiberias.  (B, D)

DAY 6:  MON. APRIL 16

CANA, NAZARETH

This morning, we will pack our bags and prepare for a full day. Our

first stop will be a visit to Cana of Galilee, the site of the story

where Jesus changed water into wine at a wedding feast. It was also

at Cana that Jesus healed, from a distance, the nobleman’s son in

Capernaum. Cana was the home of Nathanael, one of the twelve

disciples.  Then, we will drive past Gath Hepher, birthplace of the

prophet Jonah and on to visit the magnificent ruins of Sepphoris,

the traditional home town of Mary the mother of Jesus.  A short

distance brings us to Nazareth.  Here, we will visit The Church of

the Annunciation where the angel Gabriel was sent to announce the

coming of Christ. While in Nazareth, we will go to the Mount of

the Leap where the crowd tried to push Jesus off the cliff; visibility

permitting, this is one of the most magnificent views in Israel. After

lunch and a quick tour of Zippori, we head towards Jezreel, the

place where Naboth had his vineyard and where Queen Jezebel was

killed. We will then travel to the spring where Gideon chose 300

men to fight the Midianites. En route, we will drive past the little

village of Nain where Christ raised the boy from the dead, continue

past Endor where Saul visited the witch, and finish our touring day

with a view of Mt. Tabor, the traditional mountain of Christ's

transfiguration. From here, we will drive to the eastern end of the

Valley of Jezreel, past Mt. Gilboa where Saul died and then visit the

superb ruins of Beth Shean where Saul’s head was pinned to the

city wall.  From here, we shall drive south along the shores of the

Dead Sea (the lowest point on the earth’s surface) to our hotel

where we will spend two nights. Overnight at the Dead Sea.

(B, D)



DAY 10:  FRI. APRIL 20

BETHLEHEM

Today, we begin our day in Bethlehem with a visit the Church of

the Nativity, the traditional location of the birth of Jesus. While in

Bethlehem, we will also visit the (Greek) Shepherds' Fields where

the angels announced the “good tidings of great joy”.  In the

afternoon, we will visit one of the United Church’s partners working

in the West Bank, the International Center of Bethlehem. After our

time there, we will spend a brief time wandering the Arab markets

of Bethlehem. Overnight in Bethlehem.  (B, D)

DAY 11:  SAT. APRIL 21

HERODIUM, JERUSALEM

A short drive will bring us to Herodium, one of King Herod’s

favourite palaces and fortresses and the location of his recently

found tomb. From this vantage point, we can look across the Dead

Sea to Mt. Nebo. After Herodium, we will drive to Ramah, the

birthplace and burial place of Samuel. Then on to Jerusalem. The

old City of Jerusalem (City of Peace) is considered throughout the

world to be the religious center for Christians, Jews and Muslims.

This great city was the backdrop to Jesus’ public ministry. Our

afternoon features a visit to the Scale Model and Israel Museum

where we will see an overview of the city, gain insight into its

development and the location of important sites. As well, the

Museum houses the Dead Sea Scrolls and a number of very

important Biblical artifacts.  Our hotel in Jerusalem will be our

home for the remainder of the journey. (B,D)

DAY 12:  SUN. APRIL 22

JERUSALEM

We begin the day with a panoramic view of Jerusalem from the

Mount of Olives. We will visit the Mosque of the Ascension, make

a quick stop at the Church of the Pater Noster, the traditional site of

the giving of the Lord’s Prayer and then continue to make our way

down the Mount of Olives, visit the Tombs of the Prophets (if they

are open), the Church of Dominus Flevit where Jesus wept over

Jerusalem, to the Garden of Gethsemane and the Church of all

Nations where Jesus poured out His heart in prayer and was

arrested.  We will then walk into the Kidron Valley, view a number

of the tombs and monuments that are there and see the Pinnacle of

the Temple (site of one of Jesus' temptations). Then on to Mt. Zion

and visit the traditional Room of the Last Supper (the Upper

Room) and the Tomb of King David.  Nearby is the Church of St.

Peter in Gallicantu where we will see the presumed scourging

chambers under the home of Caiaphas the High priest.  (B, D)

DAY 7:  TUE. APRIL 17

DEAD SEA, MASADA

In the afternoon, there will be a time of rest for those who want to

sit and relax at the pool, in the spa or in the Dead Sea.  But before

relaxation, we will take a cable car up to the awe-inspiring fortress

of Masada, one of the ancient homes of Herod the Great. After our

descent, we will drive to the nature reserve at En Gedi and walk up

to Nahal David (David’s Waterfall) where David cut the end of

Saul's robe. We then return to our hotel with time to swim/float in

the Dead Sea, dip in the mineral baths or experience a healing mud

treatment. Overnight at the Dead Sea.  (B, D)

DAY 8:  WED. APRIL 18

DEAD SEA, JERICHO, BAPTISM

Our day begins with a bus ride north along the Dead Sea to

Qumran where the Dead Sea Scrolls were found in 1947. This

discovery is regarded as the greatest archaeological find of the

twentieth century. Then on to Jericho, the home of Rahab the harlot

and where the walls came tumbling down. We will also visit the

ruins of one of King Herod's winter palaces at New Testament

Jericho which is close to where Jesus healed Bartimaeus.  Our

next site (military permitting) will be for many the highlight of our

trip to Israel - the location where John baptized Jesus. For those

so wishing, there will be the opportunity to renew your baptismal

vows. This site is close to the location where the Children of Israel

crossed the Jordan into the Promised Land, where Elijah divided

the waters of the Jordan and where Elijah was taken up to Heaven.

We then head to Bethlehem where we will spend three nights.

(B, D)

DAY 9:  THU. APRIL 19

HEBRON, BEERSHEBA, EMMAUS

Politics permitting, we shall visit the City of Hebron. Abraham

purchased a plot of ground in Hebron for a burial cave for his wife

Sarah. Abraham paid 400 shekels of silver to Ephron the Hittite.

Later Abraham, Isaac, Rebekah, Jacob and Leah would be buried

here. Herod the Great constructed a large edifice atop the traditional

burial place of the patriarchs, the Machpelah. Next, we will continue

south to the ruins of ancient Beersheba.  Beersheba was the center

of patriarchal life, Abraham lived here and throughout Israel's

settled life it was regarded as the southern boundary of the land. We

will then drive by Moresheth birthplace of Micah the prophet, the

Valley of Elah where David killed Goliath and Azekah where God

killed the Canaanite kings with hailstones before stopping at Beth

Shemesh.  It was at Beth Shemesh that 70 men were killed for

looking into the ark of God. From here, we will drive a short

distance to Kireath Jearim and on to Emmaus, the site of the

famous dialog in Luke 24 where Jesus walked with the two men

after His resurrection. We return to our hotel in Bethlehem.  (B, D)
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DAY 15:  WED. APRIL 25

JERUSALEM

Today will be spent completely within the Old City, so it is all

walking!  We will begin early in the morning by proceeding on to

the Temple Mount and the Dome of the Rock; at the whim of the

Muslim authorities, the Temple Mount may or may not be open. On

top of the Temple Mount (Mt. Moriah), we will recall the days of

Abraham’s offering of Isaac, Solomon’s glorious temple (circa

1000 BC) and the rebuilt second temple constructed under Herod

the Great.  We will then visit the Church of Alexander and the

Church of the Holy Sepulcher (the Catholic and Orthodox

proposed location for Calvary and for Christ's Tomb). We will then

follow a portion of the Via Dolorosa to visit the Cardo which is the

Roman road through the middle of Jerusalem.  Nearby, we will see

part of the ancient Broad Wall dating to at least 600BC, and

perhaps visit the Temple Institute where Jewish artisans have

prepared implements, vessels and garments for the new Third

Temple. A few moments will bring us to The Western Wall or

“Wailing Wall” where Jews today still pray for the coming of the

Messiah. We will then walk through the Rabbinical Tunnels at the

base of the Western Wall. This tunnel emerges in the Muslim

Quarter beside the Ecce Homo Convent where we will visit one

of the most inspirational sites in Israel - the Fortress of Antonio,

residence of Pilate and garrison for Roman soldiers, and perhaps

Pilate's Judgment Hall and the place where Christ received the

purple robe and crown of thorns (we will sing here!).  A short but

refreshing stop at the Pools of Bethesda and St. Anne’s Church

(and sing again in this acoustically fantastic church) nearby will

remind us of Jesus’ healing ministry. Last, but not least, we visit the

Garden Tomb and Calvary (Gordon’s Calvary), one of the

places where it is thought Jesus was crucified and resurrected. We

will share communion together in the shade of the garden. Our final

dinner will be at the hotel this evening. A wonderful time to share

and reflect on this memorable journey!  (B, D)

DAY 16: THU. APRIL. 26

HOMEWARD BOUND

This morning, we depart for home. Lunch and complimentary in

flight service will be provided onboard.  (B, L)

B = Breakfast       L = Lunch      D = Dinner

ITINERARY SUBJECT TO ALTERATION

BY YOUR LEADERSHIP TEAM

DAY 13:  MON. APRIL. 23

HAND TO HAND, HEZEKIAH’S TUNNEL, FREE TIME

In the morning, we shall visit one of the many initiatives meant to

promote greater understanding between Jews, Muslim and

Christians, the Hand to Hand school in Jerusalem.  We will then

board our bus to take us to the City of David where we will see

Warren’s Shaft, the Gihon Spring where Solomon was crowned

king, the Pool of Siloam, and then – wait for it – for those who

would like to do it, we hope to escort you for about 45 minutes

through the full length (533m) of King Hezekiah’s Tunnel.  Yes,

you will get wet.  The tunnel is about 1.75m high, about 50 cm

wide, it is totally dark and you will be waist-chest deep in water for

the entire length.  Obviously, you will need appropriate footwear,

and clothing that will dry quickly when we emerge at the far end.

From here, our bus will bring us through the Hinnom Valley

(translated in the New Testament as Hell) and back to our hotel.

The remainder of the afternoon and evening is free time. Many of

you may wish to shop. Some of you may relax. Dinner is at our

hotel. (B, D)

DAY 14:  TUE. APRIL 24

BETHEL, SHILOH, GEREZIM, SHECHEM

Today, we visit various sites of Old Testament significance in the

West Bank.  We will first visit Gibeah, the first capital of united

Israel and the residence of King Saul and the location of one of the

most gruesome stories in the Bible – the rape of the Levite’s

concubine. This is also the place where David played his harp and

Saul tried to kill him. Along the way, we will see Michmash where

Jonathan and his armor bearer crossed the gorge and caused the

Philistine army to flee and Bethel, which means “the House of

God”.  It was here that Abram pitched his tent and built an altar,

Jacob saw the ladder to heaven, Jeroboam set up a golden calf, and

youths jeered Elisha.  We will drive close to Ai and then a 40 minute

drive will take us to Shiloh where Israel set up the tabernacle soon

after arriving in Canaan. It became the center of Israel's worship,

and the tent was replaced by a more permanent building.  It is also

the setting for the story of Eli and the young Samuel. We will drive

to the summit of Mt. Gerezim. This is the Samaritan’s holy

mountain and one of the mountains upon which Joshua amassed the

children of Israel.  From Gerezim, we look down on today’s Arab

city of Nablus and see (from a distance) ancient Shechem.

Descending from the mountain, we will visit Jacob’s well where

Jesus spoke with the Samaritan woman (John 4) and observe

directly across the street the largest refugee camp in the West Bank.

Then back to Jerusalem.  (B, D) 




